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a position which was within seven miles of the point—west
of Rut—where the enemy's line of communications joined
his battle front; consequently, he found himself in a position
to attempt a blow against those communications. With this
intention he made a re-distribution of his troops. Already
the 1st Corps had relieved the 3rd Corps of part of its
responsibility on the right bank by taking over the river
front as far west as Magasis; now the 3rd Corps was still
further freed by the G-.O.O. Tigris Defences taking over the
right bank as far as Immam al Mansur and the Dujailah
Eedoubt—Hai trenches. In consequence, by midnight on
the night 19/20th December the 3rd Corps had re-adjusted
its distribution so that the 13th Division was occupying
a position astride the Hai facing north, one brigade
of the 14th Division was facing west and south between
the left of the 13th Division and the Atab Bridge-
head, while two miles west of Besouia one brigade
from the 13th Division and two from the 14th Division
were concentrated for use as a striking force, together
with five batteries of artillery, some cavalry., some engineers
and the mobile bridging-train.
With this striking force and with the Cavalry Division,
General Maude had the means to manoeuvre on the right
bank. Organising the whole of these mobile troops into
two columns, he ordered the first to move out to the southern
end of the Husaini bend and there to gain a crossing over
the Tigris and to establish bridge-head positions on both
banks of the river, while the second was to shell the enemy's
bridge (which had now been re-established on the west side
of the Shumran peninsula) and to cover the withdrawal of
the second-line transport of the first column, which was to
dump all its stores, pontoons and bridging equipment at
Husaini bend.
The operation was attempted on the £0th December,
but it was abandoned without being pressed to a con-
clusion. Had it been successful, it would have forced
the Turks to disperse their strength to meet a threat from
an entirely new direction, and might even have caused them
to evacuate Sannaiyat or Kut. As it was? the enemy was
found to be in strength on the left bank, and from the initial
failure to launch a pontoon it was seen that any attempt to
force a crossing in the face of organised opposition must
prove very costly: the columns, therefore, withdrew,. The
operation was indirectly of value, probably, because in demon-
strating the tactical difficulty of forcing a crossing over the

